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Clever Clogs ,
AN BORD PLEANALA

Montessori Schoo| c  ~cspso-22
ABP-

4™ August 2022 03 AUG 2022

Ref: ED22/0026

To whom it may concern

Fee:€_zzo_ Type: MO

Time: By: Koy Lo
J7

Please find enclosed a Planning Appeal Form, supporting documentation and a postal order for

€220.

I have enclosed the following documentation:
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8.
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Planning Appeal Form

Document outlining my grounds for appeal

A service profile for the Montessori school

A draft copy of the Fit for Purpose Inspection, as carried out by Olivia Quill, Early Years
Inspector

A Tusla document: A guide to Fire and Planning Requirements for Early Years Services
Re-Registration and Change in Circumstances Process — August 2019

I have highlighted statements that are applicable

A document entitled, Childcare Facilities: Guidelines for Planning Authorities.

I'have highlighted paragraphs | feel are applicable to our appeal.

Part V of the Child Care (Pre-School Services) Regulations 1996

A copy of the floor plans for Perrystown Community Centre

Fire Safety Certificate for the building

10. Most recent Inspection by the Assistant Chief Fire Officer
11. A copy of our current Insurance cover note

If you require any further information | can be contacted by phone or email (see below)

Regards
Linda Kiernan

Prop. Linda Kiernan
Tel: 086 8488317
Email: cleverclogslinda@hotmail.com
cleverclogsruth@hotmail.com







South Dublin County Council

An Rannég Talamhisiide, Pleanila agus Iompair

Land Use, Planning & Transportation Department

Telephone: 01 4149000 Fax: 014149104 Email: planning.dept@sdublincoco.ie

Linda Kiernan

4, The Walk

Oldtown Mill

Celbridge

Co. Kildare

29-Jul-2022

Our Ref: ED22/0026

Re: Perrystown Community Centre, Limekiln Road, Perrystown,
Dublin 12, D12A26Y

Proposal: Use of an upstairs room for a sessional Montessori class. No
development of property is needed.

Dear Sir/ Madam,

I wish to inform you that the proposed development as outlined at the above location is, by Chief
Executive’s Order PR/0968 dated 26-Jul-2022, DECLARED NOT EXEMPT under the Planning
and Development Regulations, 2001 (as amended) and therefore DOES require planning
permission.

o | T, - i \
A copy of the planner’s report is enclosed for your information. ¥V 1‘ PoCRmies

Yours faithfully,

Pamele HNowghoa

Jor Senior Plafiner
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Your details

1. Appellant’s details (person making the appeal)
Your full details:

(a) Name Cligk or tap here tq enter text.
ﬂZ/ Oiﬂk RNy

(b) Address %Cl?ﬂ,@he Ete@W w
CQJl.o%l,@g, Co. Icl)are |

\fO

Agent’s details

2. Agent’s details (if applicable)
If an agent is acting for you, please also provide their details below. If you
are not using an agent, please write “Not applicable” below.

(a) Agent's name Click or tap here to enter text.
RS Y-

(b) Agent’s address | Click or tap, here to enter text.

N A
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Postal address for letters

3.  During the appeal we will post information and items to you or to your
agent. For this appeal, who should we write to? (Please tick v one box

only.)

You (the appellant) at the | [1 /| The agent at the address in | []
address in Part 1 Part 2

Details about the proposed development

4. Please provide details about the planning authority decision you wish to
appeal. If you want, you can include a copy of the planning authority’s

decision as the appeal details.

(a) Planning authority
(for example: Ballytown City Council)

Cg‘koz\%ihe@:igiie\xt. GD(N% CO(N\(,\Q

(b) Planning authority register reference number
(for example: 18/0123)

Click or tap_here to enterftext.

£D22/0026.

(c) Location of proposed development

(for example: 1 Main Street, Baile Fearainn, Co Ballytown)

ﬁfk or ta%wg\t)o W‘% W LWQL;E\ 'QDT’
RAX

b R~ DIQAIEY
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Appeal details

5. Please describe the grounds of your appeal (planning reasons and

arguments). You can type or write them in the space below or you can
attach them separately.

Seo dfached
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Oral hearing request

9. Ifyou wish to request the Board to hold an oral hearing on your appeal,

please tick the “yes, | wish to request an oral hearing” box below.

Please note you will have to pay an additional non-refundable fee of
€50. You can find information on how to make this request on our

website or by contacting us.

If you do not wish to request an oral hearing, please tick the “No, | do not

wish to request an oral hearing” box.

Yes, | wish to request an oral hearing O
v
No, I do not wish to request an oral hearing Iy
k
@)
- lain b2
NALA has awarded this document its Plain English Mark P aln
Last updated: April 2019. English

Approved by NALA
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Supporting material

6. If you wish you can include supporting materials with your appeal.
Supporting materials include:

e photographs,

e plans,

e  surveys,

e  drawings,

e digital videos or DVDs,
e technical guidance, or

e  other supporting materials.

Acknowledgement from planning authority
(third party appeals)

7. If you are making a third party appeal, you must include the
acknowledgment document that the planning authority gave to you to

confirm you made a submission to it.

Fee ®Qoace. Prone for Q%M&JC 085 1525060

8. You must make sure that the correct fee is included with your appeal.
You can find out the correct fee to include in our Fees and Charges Guide
on our website.

Planning Appeal Form
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The grounds for my appeal are as follows:

10.

11.

12.

Perrystown Community Centre currently has full planning permission to operate as a
multi-purpose community centre catering for all age groups.

There is ample free, off road parking available

No development or material alterations to the existing premises is needed.

Change of use for the room cannot be applied for as, the room in question, is used
by Clever Clogs on a part time basis, , and is required by the community centre for
different functions in the afternoons and evenings. Changing the use of the room
would deem it unusable for other uses by the centre.

Perrystown Community Centre is one of 29 centres owned by South Dublin County
Council, and is managed by an Independent Board of Directors, of whom | have
liaised with throughout this process.

The board ensures full compliance on all aspects of compliance as required by law,
ensuring that the premises are sound, stable, safe and secure.

The centre has been audited by the Dept of Education, Dublin Fire Brigade Chief
Officer, South Dublin Buildings Control Officer, and An Gardai.

Compliance checks in relation to fire safety, firefighting equipment, lighting, gas
supply, and general upkeep of the centre are carried out on a regular basis, and all
compliance certs and records are available to view in the centre.

The building currently caters for young adolescents from Cheever’s Town House with
educational and occupational activity.

A Fit for Purpose Inspection, was carried out in April 2022 by Ms Olivia Quill, Tusla
Inspectorate, draft report included. To date, we have addressed the non-
compliances noted in the report and submitted evidence of same. We are currently
waiting for the final report to be issued, stating that Perrystown Community
Centre is deemed fit for purpose and meets all regulatory requirements under the
Childcare Act 2016.

As part of the Fit for Purpose Inspection, both myself and a representative from
Tusla were in contact with the Chief Fire Officer, Sean McEleney, to ensure the
building met with all fire safety standards and regulations.

We are registered with Tusla and have private insurance for our service.






Clever Clogs Montessori has been in operation for 23 years. In April 2021 we were evicted
from our long term location in St Damian’s National School as the school was mandated by
the Dept. of Education to open an ASD unit and ours was the only available classroom to
use. We were lucky enough to secure a room to rent in Perrystown Community Centre, from
where we have operated our service for the last school year, September 2021- June 2022.

We continue to work closely with the board of management to ensure that all compliance
checks and health and safety records are maintained in line with the Childcare Regulations
and the Early Years Inspectorate, Tusla.

As part of our re-registration with Tusla, which is due on/before January 2023, we need
something in writing from South Dublin County Council, stating that the Perrystown
Community Centre currently has planning permission to operate as a multi-function centre,
and that this includes a sessional childcare service. | have highlighted sessional service, as
some of the regulations differ from those needed for full and part time childcare. Tusla have
inspected the premises and the room we use in the mornings, and are satisfied that we
meet all criteria in line with the regulations and that the premises are sound, stable, safe
and secure.

As you may or may not be aware, there are a lot of difficulties facing ECCE sessional services
in recent years, resulting in many services closing down. Parents are finding it very difficult
to secure ECCE places for their children within their own locality. We currently have 20
children enrolled to start in Clever Clogs on 5t September 2022, and have a long waiting list
for 2023. We have built up a great reputation in the area over the past 23 years, and have
always offered a safe, nurturing and much needed service in the locality.

Clever Clogs is committed to providing the best quality of care to the children, ensuring that
all their physical, emotional, social, language and intellectual needs are met in a safe, warm
and welcoming atmosphere.

As per our Safety Statement: Clever Clogs Montessori will ensure that it takes all reasonable
precautions in relation to the health and safety of employees working in the service and for
all children in attendance. 1t is our aim to comply with all legislation in force in the area of
safety and hygiene including:

» Childcare (Preschool Services) (No 2) (Amendment) Regulations, 2016
» Fire Services Act 1981 & 2003

> Safety; Health and Welfare at Work Act, 2005

» Building Regulations 1997 — 2006






P el
25,5  Clever Clogs
“-U-.Lf”w Montessori School

Clever Clogs Montessori opened in September 1999. We moved to Perrystown Community
Centre in September 2021

Address of Service: Perrystown Community Centre,

Limekiln Lane

Perrystown

D12
Type of Service: Sessional service offering the free ECCE scheme
Hours of Service: 9:30am to 12:30 pm Monday to Friday

We are open for 38 weeks of the year in line with local schools

No. of Children Catered for: | 22

Parking Facilities: Ample Free parking available on site for staff and parents
Outdoor space: Access to enclosed public playground on site.

Daily Risk Assessments are carried out.
Indoor Space: Main Room:

Large room on 1% floor with security key pad system in
operation. Room meets with space requirements as stated in
the Childcare Regulations 2016

Clear floor space per child: 2.00 m2, exclusive of kitchen, bathroom
and hall, furniture or permanent fixtures.

Access to large indoor hall

Insurance: We are covered by Arachas Insurance

We are Registered with: Tusla, Pobal, South Dublin County Childcare Committee,
DCEDIY, Early Childhood Ireland

Prop. Linda Kiernan
Tel: 086 8488317
Email: cleverclogslinda@hotmail.com
cleverclogsruth@hotmail.com







Tusla L.D: TU2015DS084

LName of Service: | Clever Clogs Montessori School
Address of Service: St. Damians National School
Beechfield Close
Walkinstown
Dublin 12
Email Address: cleverclogslinda@hotmail.com
Name of Registered Provider: Linda Kiernan
Type of Proposed Service: Sessional X | Part-Time Drop-In
Full Day Care Childminding Temporary
Proposed change: Change of address
Proposed Number of Children:
Registered change:
Date of Inspection: 2 5 0 4 2 0 2 2
Inspection undertaken by: Olivia Quill
Title: Early Years Inspector
Tusla Early Years Inspectorate Address: Early Years Inspectorate
Tusla Child and Family Agency
Loughlinstown Health Centre
Loughlinstown Drive
Loughlinstown
County Dublin
R R, e e B L
i' Proposed Change of Circumstance
| Change of service address to Perrystown Community Centre, Limekiln Lane, Roebuck, Dublin12.
Child and Family Agency Act 2013
108

Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016







Note: For Office use only, to be completed by Registration Office

Registration Status:

Date of Registration

Authority to Inspéct

The Tusla Early Years Inspectorate carries out inspections of Early Years Services under Section 58(D) of the Child
Care Act 1991 (as inserted by Section 92 of the Child and Family Agency Act 2013).

- Descriptidri af"S'ervicé' 3

Premises

Stafﬁng

Methodology

An Ghmnmhbarreaci unm
Leanai agus an Teaghlach
Child and Family A

[ Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016

' Clever Clogs“Mon“teéso}i School was previoUsly located at St. Damians National School

Beechfield Close, Walkinstown, Dublin 12. The early years service is registered with Tusla

| Early Years Inspectorate as providing a sessional service and as accommodating a |
. maximum of 22 pre-school children.

The service proposes to move to a new premises which is in Perrystown Community
Centre, in Dublin Southwest. The service proposes to provide sessional care through a
Montessori and a play-based curriculum. The sessional service will be facilitated Monday
to Friday from 09:30 to 12:30.

' The éarly years service pro'p'oses to operaté from Perryéfown Comm(mity Centre which is ;
used by various organisations. The service proposes to operate from one room on the first |
 floor of the premises. Sanitary accommodation is provided in the hallway adjacent to the

care room. The service will have use of a second room on the first floor and a large hall on

' the ground floor. A public playground is available at the side of the premises.

| The registered provider is the owner of the service. The registeréd provider will not work

directly with the children. Two staff members have been employed to provide the

| programme of care and education in the service. Both adults hold a major award at Level
| 6 on the National Framework of Qualifications in Early Childhood Care and Education.

' The inspectioh was an announced inspection to assess compliance with the Childcare Act _

1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and Childcare Act 1991 {Early Years Services)

| (Amendment) Regulations 2016. The Inspection focused on regulations under two themes:
| Governance, and Safety.

| The findings on inspection based on information obtained through examination of
' documentation, direct observation, and discussion with relevant staff are documented in |
the Inspection report and presented to the Registration Panel for consideration of a |

decision in relation to the service receiving continued registration. The Inspectorate

reserves the right to edit responses received for reasons including clarity; completeness; |
| and, compliance with administrative and legal processes. The contents of the report are
| compiled by the inspectorate body.

Child and Family Agency Act 2013

n2022 | 20f8







I .Ackno@iéd_g;rﬁ_ent_r: ENE | The i.nspec-tor' wishes to aEI_(;}gv;IIedgé the cc_)gpéf-atibri of the i’égi&eréd prowder and staff ,

| who were present on the day of the inspection. [
|

Regulation 9 — Management and Recruitment

(1) A registered provider shall ensure that—
(a) the service has a designated person in charge and a named person who is able to deputise as required.

Requirement met:

The requirement has been met.

(1)

(a)

The registered provider was the person in charge and a named person was available
during the inspection.

Regulation 11 -Staffing Levels

(1) Subject to this Regulation, a registered provider shall ensure that there is at all times an adequate number of
adults working directly with the children attending the pre-school service.
(8) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) to (7})—

(b) a childminder shall ensure that a second person familiar with the operation of the service and in a position
to provide assistance to the childminder in operating the service is, at all times, within close distance of the
service and available to attend the service to assist the childminder in the event of an emergency, and

(c) a registered provider of a sessional pre-school shall ensure that, where the person in charge operates the
service single-handedly, a second person familiar with the operation of the service and in a position to
provide assistance to the person in charge in operating the service is, at all times, within close distance of
the service and available to attend the service to assist the person in charge in the event of an emergency.

Requirement met:

The requirement has been met.

(1) The registered provider will ensure that at all times an adequate number of adults
will be available to work directly with the children attending the pre-school service. Two
adults are employed to care for the twenty-two children that are proposed to attend the
service.

(8)

{b) Not applicable as the service is not a childminding service.

(c) Not applicable as the service is not operated single-handedly.

JSLA

An Ghnigmhaiceocht umy
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Chiled amd

Child and Family Agency Act 2013

Implemented

Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 EYIPRIRPC
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Regulation 20 - Facilities for Rest and Play

(1) Subject to this Regulation, a registered provider shall ensure that—

(a) having regard to the number of pre-school children attending the service, their respective ages and the
amount of time they spend on the premises, there are adequate and suitable facilities for each child to
play indoors and, where required by these Regulations, outdoors, during the day, and

(b} there are adequate and suitable facilities for a pre-school child to rest during the day, and in the case of
an overnight pre-school service, during the day and the night.

(2) A registered provider—
(b) of a full day care service, a part-time day care service, a sessional preschool service or a childminding
service that moves premises on or after 30 June 2016, shall ensure that a suitable, safe and secure
outdoor space to which the preschool children attending the service have access on a daily basis is
provided on the premises.
(3) A registered provider of a full day care service, a part-time day care service or a childminding service, other than
such a service to which paragraph (2) applies, shall ensure that—
(a) a suitable, safe and secure outdoor space to which the pre-school children attending the service
have access on a daily basis is provided on the premises or
(b) where no such space is provided, the preschool children attending the service have access on a daily
basis to an outdoor service
(4) Where outdoor space to which the pre-school children attending the service have access is provided on the
premises of a sessional pre-school service other than such a service to which paragraph (2} applies, a temporary
pre-school service or a pre-school service in a drop-in centre, the registered provider shall ensure that such
outdoor space is suitable, safe and secure.

Requirement met: The requirements have been partially met.

(1)(a)
The registered provider ensured that adequate and suitable facilities were available for
each child to play in the indoor and outdoor environment as follows:

The care room provided an area where the children will be able to freely move and play.
Low level chairs, tables, shelving units and furnishings will support the children’s
independence through the placement of materials and equipment in accessible
positions. The materials and equipment were suitable for the number and the age range
of the children that will be in attendance.

The outdoor area provided was a public playground located to the side of the premises.

(b)

An adequate and suitable area was available for use by the pre-school child to rest and
relax during the day. The furnishings provided included: a tent with soft matting,
cushions, a large mat and two soft seats.

- A Child and Family Agency Act 2013
An Ghniomhaircacht um

e A i e skl Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016
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(3)(a) &(b)

Not applicable, as an outdoor area is available on the premises.

(4)

Not applicable, as an outdoor area is available on the premises.

Requirement not met: (2) & (3)(a)

The outdoor space available for the preschool children attending the proposed service
was not safely secured. Two separate gates leading to the playground were closed but the
bolts were at a level accessible to the children posing a risk of a child leaving the area
unsupervised and unauthorised access.

Response from Provider: Px% M‘}/\k

Summary Comment: /\IIQ/ \DUQI,:) 7tu Q/QOQ;L /}Q{ ure. m 60\«&; owe

beaked o~ Ho euknile amp\ e Tloefue
inacemndl vy Mo Sl

Regulation 23 - Safeguarding health, safety and welfare of child

A registered provider shall ensure that all reasonable measures are taken to safeguard the health, safety and welfare
of a pre-school child attending the service and that the environment of the service is safe.

Requirement Met: The requirements have been partially met.

The inspector observed the following measures which will safeguard the children.
o All windows had fire safe window restrictors fitted.
o Blinds did not have any cords that could be accessed by children.
e There was no heavy furniture that could tip over.
e Pedal operated bins were available for the safe disposal of waste.
o All toys and play equipment were safe for the age group using them and in good
condition.

Requirement not met: 1. A large mirror covered part of the wall in the pre -school room posing a potential injury

risk. f"(lfY‘D’J o oo Ob)r L bv) kﬂ.QA/“O

2. In the outdoor playground the sandpit was not covered posing a potential risk of

contamination b anlmal faeces particularly birds, cats and rodents
Sew K Ax  ond Mot .ﬂ/blﬂzrupji‘i

3. The fire assembly point was not clearly identified and visible.

Fire O\A/)m\w&,) S%/\, fw\k u% Yy L vu.}t)a,QL

Child and Family Agency Act 2013

Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 | EYIPRIRPCOCS01-2017 |
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Response from Provider: QS\LQ- Q%U;VM ’ Q ( M/H‘

Summary Comment:

Regulation 25 — First Aid

(1) A registered provider shall ensure that a person trained in first aid for children is, at all times, immediately
available to the children attending the pre-school service.
(2) A registered provider shall ensure that a suitably equipped first aid box for children—
(a) is safely stored in an easily accessible and conspicuous position on the premises, and is available to the
children attending the pre-school service at all times

Requirement met: The requirement has been met.

(1)

The registered provider ensured two adults trained in first aid for children were available
in the service. Email evidence was provided to confirm one adult would complete a First
Aid Responder (FAR) course on 4 June 2022.

(2)(a)

A suitably equipped first aid box was available in an accessible and clearly identifiable
position in the service.

(b)

A first aid box was available in the service for use by the adults in the event of an
emergency.

Regulation 26 — Fire Safety Measures

(1) A registered provider shall ensure that a record in writing is kept of —
(a) any fire drill that takes place in the premises, and
(b) the number, type and maintenance record of fire fighting equipment and smoke alarms in the

premises.
(4) A notice of the procedures to be followed in the event of fire shall be displayed in a conspicuous position in the
premises.
Requirement met: The requirement has been partially met.

(1)(a)

The registered provider demonstrated the fire drill record that would be used for the
monthly fire drills to ensure the safe evacuation of the children and adults the service in
the event of a fire.

- A Child and Family Agency Act 2013 Version 04
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Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016
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(b)

The registered provider maintained up to date service records for the firefighting
equipment in the service. The fire fighting equipment was serviced on the 29 June 2021.
(4)

The notice of the procedure to be followed in the event of fire was not displayed in the
premises.

Requirement not met: (b) A maintenance record for the smoke alarm was not available.

@0\:@ wos Sek 7o lnsa)ut&r’ (JQOlLow,@ e

Response from Provider:

Summary Comment:

Regulation 28 — Insurance
A registered provider shall ensure that the pre-school service is adequately insured.

Requirement met: The requirement has been met.

The registered provider demonstrated that up to date insurance was available for the
proposed number of children attending the sessional service.

Regulation 29 - Premises
A registered provider shall ensure that the premises of the service are—
(a) of sound and stable structure,
(b) safe and secure,
(c) kept adequately lit, heated and ventilated,
(d) cleaned, maintained and repaired, as required, and
(e) equipped with adequate and suitable sanitary facilities.

Requirement met: The requirement has been partially met.
(a) On visual inspection the service appears to be of sound and stable structure.

(c) The pre-school room has six large windows which provided adequate levels of
natural light. This could be supplemented as needed with flush mounted ceiling
lighting. The windows had fire safe window restrictors fitted but could be opened
to provide natural ventilation. The room was heated by means of two wail mounted

g A Child and Family Agency Act 2013

yhiash Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016
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radiators which were thermostically controlled. The room temperature was
recorded at 20.5°C.

{d) The inspector observed the room to be clean and well maintained. A cleaning
schedule indicating what areas of the premises will be cleaned was provided.

(e} Two toilets and two wash hand basins both located in the hallway outside of the
pre-school room are available to accommodate up to 22 pre-school children in the
room. A separate toilet and wash hand basin is allocated to adults working in the
service. Openable windows are available in the toilet area for ventilation purposes.
Liquid soap, disposable paper towels and pedal operated bins are provided.

Requirement not met: (b} The main door into the pre-school room was a fire door and it was not safely
secured posing a risk that an unauthorised person could gain access and that a child
could leave the area unsupervised.

(e} In the sanitary area the two wash hand basins provided did not have a supply of
thermostatically controlled hot water.

Response from Provider: , ‘4 k%POAX W Mﬁ b@?/\/ 1 V\,},tw ML o m
Summary Comment: &m rO0M CLOV ar . |
A ok Rheali- oo SR = e Sondary e,

Regulation 30 — Minimum Space Requirements
(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) to (6), a registered provider shall ensure that adequate clear floor space is available in
the premises for the work, play and movement of children attending the pre-school service.

Requirement met: The requirement has been met

(1)

The registered provider ensured adequate clear floor space was available in the
premises for the children attending the service to freely move, play and work. The
total available space available for the children measured approximately 42.9 m2.

- A Child and Family Agency Act 2013
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A Guide to Fire and Planning Requirements for Early Years Services
Re-Registration and Change of Circumstances Process - August 2019

The suitability and safety of premises for use as a care and learning settings is a key concern in the
assessment of quality provision for early years” children. Part 12, Section 58 G places onus on
providers to ensure they take all reasonable measures to safeguard the health, safety and welfare of
children. The majority of Early Years settings fall in to the category of purpose group under the
Building Control legislation that requires providers to ensure that comply with specific provisions
under fire building design and compliance regulations. Requirements of detection, containment and
safe evacuation of children and staff in the event of fire must be considered. The statutory authority
for the interpretation and determination of the certification requirements for any service new or
existing is the local authority fire services who waork under the auspices of the Department of
Housing, Planning and Local Government. (DHPLG)

As most Early Years Services are commercial entities they are also subject to planning restrictions
and permissions, these provisions exist to ensure that early years’ services are operating in safe and
suitable locations in fit for purpose premises and surrounding environs.

M
As with fire compliance requirements the only agency which can determine the planning P l/dQ ¢

requirements of any early years’ services is the local authority planning departments. 11:0&,% . VJ'/
(’m%w

Registrations are granted where Tusla are satisfied that the premises, its operation and location of
an Early Years’ Service poses no unmanaged risk to children. rﬁ/&. ) o JQLJ/ 0N },‘442

4 3 - )
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Re-Registration Process for Early Years Settings
Since 2016 upon the introduction of registration for early years’ settings, Part 12, Article 58(D)(4)
permits services are permitted to be registered for a period of 3 years and upon its expiry providers
are required to reapply for registration. For providers who were operational at the introduction of
this legislation in 2016 they under transitional clauses were deemed registered until the end of 2019
whereupon they will be required to reregister. All new registration applications are subject to
satisfaction of fire and planning requirements and in order to assist existing providers to meet the
requirements of fire and planning for re-registration we have in consultation with the Chief Fire

Officers Association of Ireland have put together the following guidance to fire and planning
requirements for registration purposes.

It is imperative that providers who already have fire certification ensure that that certification is
supported by certificates of completion where applicable or letters of confirmation from a
competent person that fire safety building design works have been completed in accordance with






the application submitted. It is incumbent on providers to be aware of their responsibilities where
material alterations have been made to a premises or where a change of use has occurred since
commencement as an Early Years Provision and to ensure that the required building control
documentation have been updated accordingly.

For ease we have categorised requirements on the table overleaf. it should be noted from the outset
that providers are reminded that where planning and fire certification was in existence at initial
registration in 2016 they may still be valid for re-registration purposes, however in the event that
there were any material changes made to the premises since 2016 updated planning and fire
certification will be required.

Definitions

Fire Risk Assessment: Sets out a specific methodology used for conducting a fire risk assessment
such as PAS 79 as used in the UK, it focuses on making sure that all the required information and
content that pertains to both a fire risk assessment and the findings as they pertain to fire Safety
legislation are recorded. A risk assessment should assess compliance with the 1999 Fire Safety in
Preschools code.

Competent Person: A competent person is defined by the HSA legislation: “a person is deemed to
be a competent person where, having regard to the task he or she is required to perform and taking
account of the size and/or complexity of the building or works, the person possesses sufficient
training, experience and knowledge appropriate to the nature of the work to be undertaken”.

With regards to building control regulations, any works to a preschool or early years’ facility in
respect of Fire Safety Assessment competent persons are

(a) Architects that are on the register maintained by the RIAl under Part 3 of the Building Control Act
2007; or

(b) Building Surveyors that are on the register maintained by the SCSI under Part 5 of the Building
Control Act 2007; or

(c) Chartered Engineers on the register maintained by Engineers Ireland under section 7 of the
Institution of Civil Engineers of Ireland (Charter Amendment) Act 1969.

Material Alteration: Is an alteration to a premises which occurs after the granting of fire
certificate. In such an instance a new fire cert or an alteration to an existing fire cert may need to be
made.

Change of Use: Means a change in the purpose for which, or the circumstances in which a
premises is used following its first granted permission of use. These changes usually require further
planning permission and fire certification.

Fire Safety in Pre-Schools 1999: This document sets out the requirements for Early Years
settings to meet in respect of the fire safety. It sets out specifically the responsibilities of providers
as purveyed by the Fire Services Act 1981. This guidance document is currently being updated and
will be republished. It remains relevant.






10 S1911BW 40 $)J0M
8uipueisino wsdin-uou Aue
9ABY 0} UOISSIWLQNS 4O B1ep
93 WoJj syuow g uey)
2JOW OU BARY {|IM SIBPINOI

*Jo Buj|leAe aq

[lim Asyy uondo yajym 32140
uol1eJisISay sy yum asiape
1snw Japiaoad uojies|dde
uQ ‘passaJppe 89 ishw
1odad syl Ag paljiauspl

Sy dleipawwi Auy
‘uolieJisi8al Joy uonesydde
Yim paniwgns ag ishw
1oday JuBWSSISSY YSIY By L

3Y3 YHMm sai|dwod sasiwasd
3y 1ey1 uosiad jualadwod
woJ) Hoday :z uondo

0z Aldoyine [B20]
3yl Yyum 3jnsuo) 1 uondo

a|qe|ieae aJe suojrdo

OM) Uy 'passalppe

SYSII deIpaww] Aue pue
«uosiad juazadwod e Aq 1ho
palied 9g 0} JUBWISSISSY
sy e uojyea|dde

10 3w 1e o|ge|ieAe

10U BJE $IUBWNJIOP 353Y3 J|

‘Yyum pajdwos

uaaq aAey Ayloyine

Alajes 841§ 8Y3 Jo sw.a)

ay1 pue uoled|dde Sujuueld
93 Y1m aduepJodoe

Ul 1N0 PBLIIED BIIM SHYJOM
[|e 18yl uosiad Juaiadwod
LiOJ) UOBW.UO)D

91e21}1143) Alajes aul4

74814
YoJBIA 5T Z66T ST Alnr
usamiaq pausdQ adiAI8s

‘Alioyine [e20]

Y3IM UO[3oe. JO 954n00 paaJde

10 UojleWIpUO) "uojiels|Sal

Joj uones||dde yum

pa1wgns aq 1snw Jodau

V4 3yl (vyd) Juawssassy

%siy 414 Jo uola|dwod

8y1 Suimo||o) syuow g ueyl

3J0W ou dARY [|Im Japiacid

31 ‘49AIMOH ‘uoliesado

JO JUBW0UIWWIOD JO S}

1B paulelqo aq p|noys asay ]
7 e 5 SR

= e i

A1o3aie) Aq sjuswalinbay uoneayila) A1ajes ali4 uolleaysi3ay-ay sieap Alel i1 ajqelL

‘uolesliensal

3935 03 AjlJoyine

JUBAS[3J YUIM UOIIB}NSUOD)
‘passalppe SIS D1eIpaLILUI
Aue pue . uosiad
1ua18dwWwod e Ag 1no
palied 8¢ 01 ,JUDLISSISSY
sy e uopnedjdde

10 awWil je a|ge|leAe

T

10U B.JE SJUBWINDOP BSdY] 4|

‘suofyenda.s uip|ing

3yl Yy3m ouepiodoe

ul 3jIng siI sasiwauid

31 pue }9W 3J43M |12UN0D
3yl Ag pasodw| suoiiipuod
Aue pue uoljesljdde Sujuue|d
9yl yUMm 2ouepJodde

Ul N0 palLIed usam

S340M || 1BY] JUBLBIEIS

B S3PN[2Ul Y2IYyMm a3eoiyiia)
uona|dwo) uo aduelduwo)

v10T T
yoJep @2uis pauado adjaias

Aodaze)







Juawadwi 0] JUBLUISSISSY
SIy 2414 4o uonadwod

3yl Buimol|oy syuow g ueyy
2JOW OU 3ARY [|IM S4BPIACI

40 syJom Aue pue 1no pajsied
94 1SNW 1UDWISSISSY 3SIY
B asn jo 8dueyo Jo uojietalje
|elI91eW 3y} JO 199dsaJ U|

"92130U JUBWIBdUBLUWC)
‘uos|dwod

uo adueljdwo) Jo 21ed11148)
pue 21e21411497) 84}} palepdn

82UepJ0IE Ul N0 palied
8J9M SyioMm ||e jeys uossad
wealadwod wouy odal
pue a1ea1/3490 A1ajes aui4

a3ueYd e 249YM UONIEBDYIIBD
AjojeS 8414 0LI0ISIH
8u1IsIx3-8.4d YUM $TOT ;6T
YaJejp asuls uado saoiales

‘poI19|dwod syiom
Suipueisino uadin-uou Aue
BABY 0] UOISSIWLgNS JO 3P
31 Wouy syuow g ueyy
2J0W OU BABY {|IM SIBPINOI

‘Hodad 166T

jooyIsald u) Alajes a4 Yum
2iuejdwo) "no paled

9q Isnwt ulasuod a)eipalul
40 $Jom Aue pue 1no pallied
90 1SNW JUDWISSISSY YSIY

e asn Jo 88ueyd Jo uoneldle
|eli3lew ay1 Jo Joadsal u|

92110U JUBWSOUBWIWOY
"19W 3Jam |1dounod ay3

Ag pasoduwi suoipuod Aue
pue uonealjdde a1ediy114a)
A13jes 3113 3ys yum
80UEepPJOJJ. U] N0 paLLIed
BJaM $)I0M |[B 1Y) UosIad
1u@adwWod wouj uodal

pue 212211487 341} paiepdn

*19W 3JIM |I5UNOD

3y1 Ag pasodw suonipuod
Aue pue uopedydde
Suiuued ayz yum
30UBpJodJe Ul IN0 PaLLIED
3J9M SHIOM ||e Jey) uossad
w1adwos wouy Jodal
pue a1ed1j1149) Alajes aul4

TWGZ< JO SUoISUSIXd

40 Uonippe Buipnjoul
paJinaoo sey sasjwald

U1 JO 4 UONEIDY e
|el@3EW JO BSN JO

28UBYJ B 24BYM LOREIIMSD
A13)eS 214 21103sIH Suisixg
-84d YUM HTOZ ‘T Y2ueIN
03 -Z66T 150d uado seainies

‘pole|dwod
s8u1195 Jooyas a.id ul Ayajes
214 Joj @211de.d Jo apod ay)
Yim 3ouejdwod Jo sieiew
Bujpueisino juadin-uou Aue

BABY 0} UO|SS|WIGNS 4O 81ep
93 WO SYUOW g uey)
20 DU BABY [|IM SIBPIACIY

"passalppe ag 1snw

1odau ay3 Agq payuapl
SHS1I BeIpsW] Auy
‘uoneJisidad Joy uoliedldde
YUM palliwgns ag isnw
Hoday JUBWSSDsSY dsiY By )L

V/N

“JUBLISSSSE MSIJ 241} B pue
666T S8U1113S |00YIS-3d Ul
A1ojes aul4,, Jo sjuswalinbay
3yl Yyam sapdwod

sasiwaJd ayi jeyy uosiad
1ualadwod wolj poday

JUBISSISSY YSIY 14

2661
“T AInf a4d pauadg adiniag

‘pa1d|dwon

s8u|11as jooyos a.d

ul Alajes au14 104 onoesd

10 ®p0o2 ay3 yum aoue)dwod

666T S8UI118S |00YIS-ald Ul
Aajes auld,, Jo sjuswalinbal







"uonestiejnga.
Joj Alioyine |e20] 8y}
Yum payoeal usweaJse ay3

‘Jodal 66T S|00YIS-8id Ul
Arajes all4 yum asue)dwo)
‘suoljdo uopesiie|ngal
9348e 031 Ajsoyine [e207
IUBAS[2J Y} YHUM 3jNSUO)
*IN0 pdl4IeD

8¢ 1SNW UJ32U0d JjeIpawiwl|

"19W 8J3M |12UNnod
ay1 Aq pasoduwi suofjpuod
Aue pue uonedjjdde
Suluueld ayy yum

ZWGZ< 1O UOISUBIXD
ue Jo uolippe uipnjaui
pa4inaoo sey sas|waid
9U1 JO , . xUONEID)|E
|elia3ew 4o ash Jo







Planning Permissions

The purpose of planning permission is to ensure that the proposed location, fabrication and use of
any existing or proposed premises is safe for its users, fit for purpose and would pose no discernible
risk as a result of its operation. Planning permission is also required for changes of use or material
alterations to existing premises within certain parameters.

In Ireland certain developments and or certain alteration works are deemed exempted from
permissions. There are many misnomers and misunderstandings that circulate concerning what in
the Early Years Sector requires planning permission. This is not a guide to planning and as such we
advise that all matters concerning planning concerning an early years setting of any kind are referred
to the local area county council.

In Ireland the sole authority on the matter of planning permissions is the local authority. From the
perspective of registration our only concern is the safety of children, and as with fire safety the

location and safety of premises is of concern to us. 'i?o\:)sgﬁk ]9,_.9 {u}eh

Many providers have quoted the existence of the “Seven Year Rule” when making application for
registration for premises which are currently used as an Early Years’ Service. This rule applies to
what the legislation considers unauthorised developments i.e. services historically operating either
without planning, contrary to granted panning, or operating a service which has undergone a change
of use or a material alteration without the correct authority to do so. The “Seven Year Rule” refers to
the concept that the planning authorities are barred by statute from taking enforcement against
unauthorised developments. This is not however to imply that the development will by default
accrue planning permission. The development will be considered an unauthorised development until
such time as it is regularised. This would in essence prevent the sale of the service as a going concern
or the transfer of ownership to another party.

Local authorities do not routinely provide evidence or confirmation of unauthorised developments
nor do they provide letters of comfort regarding planning enforcement. Tusla do not give sanction
for any service to operate at any given location but will recognise the operation of services who have
been in existence for seven or more years. However, in the event that there are any emergent
concerns regarding the safety of the children arising out of any matter concerning the use, location
or structure of any early years Tusla will engage the assistance of the relevant local authority in
order to seek assurance that children are safe. Tusla take no responsibility or liability for planning
matters in services who rely on the “Seven Year Rule” to remain operational.

As mentioned earlier the majority of Early Years Services are considered to be commercial entities
and therefore subject to appropriate planning permissions.

Please see table 2 for assistance in respect of planning requirements for the re-registration of an
Early Years’ Service.
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Definitions

Childcare: In these Guidelines, "childcare” is taken to mean full day-care and
sessional facilities and services for pre-school children and school-going children out
of school hours. It includes services involving care, education and socialisation
opportunities for children. Thus services such as pre-schools, naionrai (Irish language
playgroups), day-care services, créches, playgroups, and after-school groups are
encompassed by these Guidelines. Conversely childminding, schools, (primary,
secondary and special) and residential centres for children are not covered by these
Guidelines.

Childminding: The provision of childcare for no more than 6 children (including the
child-minder’s own children) in the child-minder’s own home. The provision of
child-minding services is not covered by these Guidelines.

Sessional service: The provision of a service which offers a planned programme to
pre-school children of up to 3.5 hours per session by trained personnel. Sessional
services include playgroups and Montessori groups and similar services.

Full day-care: The provision of a structured day-care service for children for more
than 3.5 hours per day, supervised by competent personnel. Full day-care includes
créeches and nurseries.

After school care: Extended day-care for school-going children, usually Monday to
Friday.

Sessional and full day-care are governed by the provisions of the Child Care (Pre-
School Services) Regulations, 1996. After-school care does not come under the
provisions of the Child Care (Pre-School Services) Regulations, 1996 and is regulated
by fire safety and environmental health regulations and the Safety, Health and
Welfare at Work Act, 1989.







1.0 Context

11

1.2

1.3

14

Background

With the growing demand for childcare provision, there is a recognition that
such provision must be of a suitably high quality. Quality childcare can
benefit children, their parents, employers and communities in general. The
change, which has taken place in the traditional roles and structures of Irish
society, coupled with the rapid rate of growth in the economy, has led to an
unprecedented demand for childcare services in particular within the local
community.

Access to quality childcare services contributes to the social, emotional and
educational development of children. There are clear economic benefits from
the provision of childcare. The lack of accessible, affordable and appropriate
childcare facilities makes it difficult for many parents/guardians to access
employment and employment related opportunities. Childcare is also a
potential area of employment in its own right and needs to be recognised and
supported to ensure that it can achieve its potential in this regard.

Government Policy

Government policy on childcare is to increase the number of childcare places
and facilities available and to improve the quality of childcare services for the
community.

Aim

These Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Childcare Facilities provide a
framework to guide both local authorities in preparing development plans
and assessing applications for planning permission, and developers and
childcare providers in formulating development proposals. Planning
permission for premises for childcare had been identified as an area of
concern for childcare service development. These Guidelines are intended to
ensure a consistency of approach throughout the country to the treatment of
applications for planning permission for childcare facilities.

Ministerial Guidelines

These Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Childcare Facilities are being issued
as Ministerial guidelines under Section 28 of the Planning and Development
Act, 2000. Section 28 provides that planning authorities and An Bord Pleanala
shall have regard to Ministerial guidelines in the performance of their
functions. It should, however, be noted that these Guidelines relate solely
to the land use planning aspects of childcare provision.







2.0 Development Plans, Local and Action

Area Plans

21

2.2

Planning and Development Act, 2000

Section 10 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, which deals with the
content of development plans, came into effect on 1 January 2001. Section
10(1) sets out the content of development plans. Section 10(2) sets out a
number of objectives which are consistent with proper planning and
sustainable development and which a planning authority is obliged to include
in a development plan. A particular objective of relevance to these guidelines
is at Section 10(2), paragraph (I) - "the provision, or the facilitation of the provision,
of services for the community including, in particular, schools, créches and other
education and childcare facilities".

Policies

Planning authorities should, in their Development Plans, encourage the
development of a broad range of childcare facilities, i.e. part-time, full day-
care, after-school care, etc., including those based in residential areas, in
employment areas and in areas close to where users of such facilities live.

Planning authorities should ensure that Development Plans and Local Area
Plans include policies in relation to the provision of childcare facilities. Such
policies should focus on the following:

. Promoting awareness of the necessity to provide quality childcare in a
variety of locations.
. The role of childcare provision in addressing disadvantage/social

exclusion and promoting equality.

. The identification of appropriate locations for the provision of
childcare facilities including city centres, district centres,
neighbourhood centres, residential areas, places of employment, and
educational institutions and convenience to public transport nodes as
a key element in the development of sustainable communities.

. The role childcare can play in fostering economic development,
particularly at the local level.

. The active promotion of consultation and participation with local
development partnerships/groups, Health Boards, the County
Childcare Committees and the County Development Boards in the
provision and monitoring of a County Childcare Strategy.







2.3

2.4

Objectives

The Planning and Development Act, 2000, makes it a mandatory requirement

on planning authorities to include in their Development Plan objectives on the
provision of services for the community, including créches and other childcare
facilities. Planning authorities should include in their Development Plan
specific objectives for the provision of childcare facilities, having regard to
existing childcare provision in the area. Objectives to be included in
Development Plans and Local Area Plans should focus on the following:

. To update and develop baseline data on the quality of existing and
prospective childcare needs in association with the County Childcare
Committees.

. To promote childcare facilities in the following locations as a key

element in the provision of sustainable communities:

Residential areas

Places of employment

Educational establishments

City and town centres, neighbourhood and district centres
Convenient to public transport nodes

VVVVYY

. To establish a system of monitoring the achievement of the above
objectives.

The Objectives Section of the Development Plan should include childcare
facilities within appropriate zones as a specific use. It is not sufficient to
include objectives for childcare in a general category for buildings for
health/education/community. Development control criteria including
appropriate locations in developing and built up areas should be detailed (see
Chapter 3 below).

Appropriate Locations for Childcare Facilities
Appropriate locations for childcare facilities would include:

= New communities/Larger new housing developments. Planning
authorities should require the provision of at least one childcare
facility for new housing areas unless there are significant reasons to
the contrary for example, development consisting of single bed
apartments or where there are adequate childcare facilities in
adjoining developments. For new housing areas, an average of one
childcare facility for each 75 dwellings would be appropriate. (See also
paragraph 3.3.1 and Appendix 2 below). The threshold for provision
should be established having regard to the existing geographical







2.5

distribution of childcare facilities and the emerging demographic
profile of areas. Authorities could consider requiring the provision of
larger units catering for up to 30/40 children in areas of major
residential development on the basis that such a large facility might be
able to offer a variety of services - sessional/drop in/after-school, etc.

. The vicinity of concentrations of work places, such as industrial
estates, business parks and any other locations where there are
significant numbers working. The site location and layout of facilities
should optimise the opportunities for safe and efficient journeys
to/from the workplace of parents/guardians. This may be achieved
by locating the facility close to the entrance to the business
park/industrial estate so that all parents/guardians would
automatically pass it on their way to work and would not have to
detour past their workplace in order to drop off children. Regard
would need to be had to the traffic conditions in the vicinity of the
proposed childcare facility. Care should be taken to ensure that any
proposed childcare facility is located as far away as possible from
premises where the process carried on or the machinery/equipment in
use or emissions involved could be injurious to the health and safety
of the children.

. In the vicinity of schools. This would facilitate parents to make one
trip in dropping off school-going children and children attending
childcare facilities. This could also facilitate the provision of after-
school childcare services, thereby taking a sustainable approach to use
of built facilities and transportation.

. Neighbourhood, District and Town Centres. In existing built-up
areas, many of the smaller neighbourhood centres are under
competitive pressure from larger commercial centres. Those which
contain vacant units are under pressure to convert to residential use.
The Development Plan should have as an objective to safeguard the
retention of this resource as appropriate locations for small-scale
mixed-use development, in particular childcare facilities.

. Adjacent to public transport corridors, park-and-ride facilities,
pedestrian routes and dedicated cycle ways.

Local or Action Area Plans

Local or Action Area Plans have an important role in setting a framework for
the provision of the full range of desirable community facilities including
childcare facilities. Planning authorities should avail of the opportunity in the
making of their Area Plans to include the identification of locations
appropriate for the provision of the full range of childcare facilities. Particular







regard should be had to the difficulties which exist in accessing quality
childcare. These would include the high cost of quality childcare and the lack
of childcare facilities. In rural areas, issues such as isolation and
transportation problems also present difficulties in accessing childcare. Local
and Action Area Plans should address these issues and respond to the
differing needs of local areas in relation to the provision of childcare.







3.0 Development Control and related standards

for Childcare Facilities

3.1

3.2

Land Use Zoning

Through land use zoning, the planning authority directs development into the
most suitable locations in its administrative area. In this way it achieves
compatibility between uses, leading to sustainable patterns of development.
Childcare facilities should be an important consideration in this process and
should be identified and accommodated in the majority of land use zones.

Development Control [\ )¢ _ Y\AJZ,E?)( C\Q,Q L\,\?m‘%ﬂ\lz\i

The following criteria should be applied in the assessment of the suitability of
childcare facilities irrespective of location:

. Have regard to the Child Care (Pre-School Services) Regulations, 1996,
in relation to the planning implications of these Regulations.

& Suitability of the site for the type and size of facility proposed.

. Availability of outdoor play area and details of management of same.

. Convenient to public transport nodes.

. Safe access and convenient parking for customers and staff.

. Local traffic conditions.

. Number of such facilities in the area.

. Intended hours of operation (in certain residential areas, 24 hour

operations could be problematic).

Part VII of the Child Care Act, 1991 provides for the notification to and inspection by health
boards of pre-school services. The Child Care (Pre-School Services) Regulations, 1996, which give
effect to the provisions of Part VII came into operation on 31 December, 1996. The Regulations
apply to pre-schools, day nurseries, créches, childminders looking after more than three children
and other similar services which cater for children under six years of age. The Regulations cover
full day care, sessional services and drop-in centres.

crdeaca






3.3

3.3.1

3.3.2

SPECIFIC LOCATIONS
New and Existing Residential Areas

Full Day Care Facilities - Suitable Sites

1. Detached houses/sites or substantial semi-detached properties with
space for off-street parking and/or suitable drop-off and collection
points for customers and also space for an outdoor play area. In relation
to new housing areas, a standard of one childcare facility providing for
a minimum 20 childcare places per approximately 75 dwellings may be
appropriate. This is a guideline standard and will depend on the
particular circumstances of each individual site. Consideration of
childcare facilities provision should be raised as early as possible in pre-
planning discussions for larger housing developments.

[See Appendix 2 for a discussion of the criteria to be used to arrive at the base
figure.|

2. Neighbourhood centres within a residential area provided that the
premises can accommodate open space (or have easy access to a safe
outdoor play area). In addition, the unit should be able to avail of
ancillary parking associated with neighbourhood shops for the
purposes of drop-off and collection, or be close to a public transport
node.

3. Premises/sites on primary traffic routes close to public transport nodes
and which can provide safe pull in/parking areas for customers and
staff.

Applications for full day-care facilities in premises other than those listed
above (e.g. terraced houses or houses located on a cul-de-sac) should be
treated on their merits having regard to the principles outlined above in
relation to parking/drop-off points, layout and design of the housing area
and the effect on the amenities of adjoining properties.

Sessional Childcare Facilities

In relation to sessional/after-school care, the provision of such facilities may
be considered in any residential area as ancillary to the main residential use
subject to the criteria outlined in the relevant indents under Development
Control above (at 3.2).

Industrial Estates/Employment Areas

In general, childcare facilities should be located in light industrial zones/
technology and business parks.







3.3.3

3.34

1. Where feasible, the premises should be located on a site which is
convenient to the entrance to the industrial estate to facilitate easy
access. This location will also obviate the necessity to walk/drive
through active industrial areas; it will facilitate easier access to public
transport nodes. In addition, the premises should be served by off-
street parking.

2. The premises should be provided with outdoor play space or have

safe and easy access to a safe outdoor play area.

Unsuitable sites/premises in relation to this category are locations in general
industrial estates/mining areas where the process carried on or the
machinery/equipment in use or emissions could be injurious to the health
and safety of the children.

City/Town Centres, District Centres and Neighbourhood Centres

Neighbourhood and District Centres
In the existing built up areas, many of the smaller neighbourhood centres are
under pressure from larger retail centres. Those that contain vacant units are
often under pressure to convert to residential use. These units are a resource
and ideally suited in their location in the heart of residential areas to
accommodate childcare facilities.

City/Town Centres

Premises opening directly onto the more heavily trafficked retail centres of
towns and cities will not generally be suitable locations. Smaller, quieter
streets adjoining these will often prove more suitable.

The premises should be capable of providing outdoor play space or have safe
or easy access to a safe outdoor play area/park.

The premises should be so located that it is within easy reach of public
transport nodes and has car parking facilities/turning area which will
accommodate staff and customers respectively.

Educational Establishments

Third level colleges

In general, third level colleges should provide at least one child care facility to
cater for staff and students. The size of the facility will be calculated on the
basis of the existing and potential needs of staff and students and in the light
of the availability or otherwise of other suitable child care facilities in the
locality.
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3.3.5

34

34.1

3.4.2

The location of the premises within the college will be a matter for each
individual college. However, it is important in determining the most suitable
location to take into account the nature and use of the premises surrounding
the campus. If the college is located in a residential area, a central location
within the college complex would be preferable to a site on the boundary.

Those responsible for the choice of location should take into account the
nature of the campus, whether it is on a restricted city centre site or spacious
suburban location, in a commercial area or a more residential area.

Primary and Second Level Schools

In order to reduce the number of trips made by parents and guardians, the
location of childcare facilities and schools in close proximity to each other
would be desirable.

The use of school premises to cater for after school care is recommended and
school authorities are encouraged to examine how they can help address this
demand.

Public Transport Nodes

In each of the above cases, closeness to public transport nodes may be a
deciding factor, as it will promote sustainable modes of transport.

Possible Conditions to Planning Permission
Residential Content

In certain circumstances, it may be appropriate to attach a condition that
would require some residential content be maintained in the premises. This
would apply to planning permissions for change of use to childcare facilities
in existing residential areas. It is not necessary that the owner-occupier be the
resident. The reason for this condition is that the presence of totally
commercial premises would detract from the amenity of the residential
community. This condition would not be appropriate in certain, heavily
trafficked through roads.

Temporary Permission

The use of temporary permissions should be avoided if at all possible. The
circumstances in which a temporary permission is granted should be
exceptional and will normally be such that, in the absence of the “probation”
period afforded by a temporary permission, the planning authority would
have issued a refusal.
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3.5

3.6

If a temporary permission is granted, the permission should be for a period of
not less than 5 years. The granting of a temporary permission should occur
only once in relation to any individual premises and on the expiry of the
temporary permission, a permission or refusal should issue.

Drop-in Childcare Facilities in Shopping Centres

In considering applications for shopping centres, planning authorities should
take account of the need for drop-in childcare facilities for shoppers. Planning
authorities should, as a separate issue, consider the possible childcare
requirements of the staff of the shopping centre. All large-scale centres should
be provided with childcare facilities, consisting of both changing/feeding
facilities, and supervised self-contained play areas for young children.
Preferably, such facilities should be required to be located at ground floor
level.

Access

Access for the disabled and the elderly to all childcare facilities should be
encouraged and facilitated.
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APPENDIX 1 GENERAL STANDARDS

Applicants should note that the following standards should be applied in all
applications for full day-care childcare facilities, since the planning authority will
have regard to them.

1.

Minimum floor space per child: 2.32 m?, exclusive of kitchen, bathroom and
hall, furniture or permanent fixtures.

It might be noted that the Explanatory Guide to the Child Care (Pre-School
Services) Regulations, 1996, recommends as follows:

AGE OF CHILD FLOOR AREA PER CHILD
0-1 370 m?
1-2 2.80 m*
2-6 2.32 m?

These recommendations relate to clear floor space per child. Extraneous areas
such as kitchens, toilets, sleeping and other ancillary areas are deemed to be
separate.

Adequate and suitable facilities for a pre-school child to play indoors and
outdoors during the day are provided, having regard to the number of pre-
school children attending the service, their age and the amount of time they
spend in the premises.

The care of babies should be confined to the ground floor only.

In relation to drop-in and sessional services, for pre-school children the
Explanatory Guide to the Child Care (Pre-School Services) Regulations, 1996
recommends the following:

E Clear floor space per child: 2.00 m?, exclusive of kitchen, bathroom
and hall, farniture or permanent fixtures.

In relation to drop-in services for other children and after-school care, the
following indicative standard is suggested (but should be considered having
regard to all relevant circumstances of the application, including the need for
such services in the area and the likely number of hours each child will spend
in the facility on an average day):

C Clear floor space per child: 2.00 m?, exclusive of kitchen, bathroom
and hall, furniture or permanent fixtures.
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APPENDIX 2 APPLICATION OF THE STANDARD OF ONE
CHILDCARE FACILITY PER 75 DWELLINGS IN
NEW HOUSING AREAS (Paragraphs 2.4 and 3.3.1
above refer)

As indicated in Paragraph 2.4, in new communities/new housing areas, planning
authorities should require the provision of at least one childcare facility for new
housing areas and other areas of residential development unless there are significant
reasons to the contrary. For housing, a benchmark provision of one childcare facility
per 75 dwellings is recommended.

The threshold for provision should be established having had regard to the existing
geographical distribution of childcare facilities and the emerging demographic profile
of areas.

Any modification to the indicative standard of one childcare facility per 75 dwellings
should have regard to:

1. The make-up of the proposed residential area, i.e. an estimate of the mix of
community the housing area seeks to accommodate.

(If an assumption is made that 50% approximately of the housing area will
require childcare then in a new housing area of 75 dwellings, approximately
35 will need childcare. One facility providing a minimum of 20 childcare
places is therefore considered to be a reasonable starting point on this
assumption. Other assumptions may lead to an increase or decrease in this
requirement.)

2. The results of any childcare needs analysis carried out as part of a county
childcare strategy or carried out as part of a local or action area plan or as part
of the development plan in consultation with county childcare committees,
which will have identified areas already well-served or alternatively, gap
areas where there is underprovision, will also contribute to refining the base
figure.

14
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APPENDIX 3 INFORMATION WHICH SHOULD BE SUPPLIED

BY AN APPLICANT FOR PLANNING
PERMISSION FOR A CHILDCARE FACILITY

Generally, the more information the applicant can submit with a planning application
the better. It will avoid requests for additional information.

It is always advisable for the applicant to consult with the Planning Department and
the Fire Officer of the relevant local authority, and the Health Board for the area, prior
to submitting an application for planning permission for a childcare facility.

The information which should be submitted (as a minimum) is as follows:

1.

Nature of the facility:

Full day care
Sessional

Drop In

After School Care

Numbers of children being catered for.

Parking provision for both customers and staff.

Proposed hours of operation.

Open space provision and measures for management of same.
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.APPENDIX 4 LIST OF RELEVANT PUBLICATIONS

Department of the Environment and Local Government (1999) “Guidelines for
Planning Authorities on Residential Density”.

Child Care (Pre-School Services) Regulations, 1996 (S.I. No. 398 of 1996) and Child Care
(Pre-School Services) (Amendment) Regulations, 1997 (S.I. No. 268 of 1997).

Department of Health and Children (1998) "Child Care (Pre-School Services)
Regulations, 1996 and Child Care (Pre-School Services)(Amendment) Regulations, 1997 and
Explanatory Guide to Requirements and Procedures for Notification and Inspection".

Planning and Development Act, 2000 (No. 30 of 2000), Stationery Office, Dublin.
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(1i) notify the person in writing of its  decision and of the reasons for it.

This article is aimed at preventing over-crowding in pre-school services. In the
overall interests of safeg_f and a quality service the maximum number of places
for the different categories of pre-school services may be fixed by healt

boards.
PARTYV
Article 18 Premises and Facilities

A person carrying on a pre-school service shall ensure that— jf

(@) the premises are of sound and stable structure and are suitable for the 059.

purposes of providing a pre-school service,

Vi
b) adequate space per child is provided in the premises, \
c) the premises, fixtures and fittings are kept in a proper state of repair and in :
a clean and hygienic condition and are pro recteé) from infestation, and
(d) furniture and work or play surfaces are suitable, in a proper state of repair
and non-toxic, and that all reasonable precautions are taken to ensure that
they are not a source of infection.

The recommended areas in regard to "adequate space" are as follows:
() Childminders

Implementation of the Regulations is a matter for the Jjudgement of
Inspectors in line with the Code of Practice.

i(ii) Sessional Services

Age of child Floor area per child
0-6 years 2.00 sq metres
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Land Use, Planning and Transportation Department
An Rannég Talamhusaide, Pleanala agus lompair

Telephone: 014149000 Fax: 014149104

Email: planning.dept@sdublincoco.ie

BUILDING CONTROL ACT 1990 - 2007
FIRE SAFETY CERTIFICATE

Notification of Decision to Grant Fire Safety Certificate
Decision Order No. FSC/026/07 Decision Date: 24-Jan-2007
Register Reference: 06/6264F
Date: 27-Jan-2022

Forrest Hill Architects
Station Mews

Lindsay Grove
Crossguns Bridge
Dublin 9.
Applicant: Perrystown / Manor Estate Community Cent
Limekiln Lane, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
Devyelopment: New two storey extension to an existing community
hall.
Location: Perrystown / Manor Estate Community Centre,

Limekiln Lane, Perrystown, Dublin 12.
Application Received Date: 06-Sep-2006

South Dublin County Council being the Building Control Authority for the County of South
Dublin, by order dated as above, pursuant to Section 6 of the Building Control Act 1990 - 2007
and in accordance with the Building Control Regulations 1997 - 2009 hereby certifies that the
building or works to which this application relates will, if constructed in accordance with the
plans, calculations, specifications and other particulars submitted, comply with the
requirements of Part B of the Second Schedule to the Building Regulations, 1997 to 2009.

In considering the application, no assessment has been made as to whether the building or
works will comply with the other requirements of the Second Schedule to the Building
Regulations, 1997 to 2009.
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Land Use, Planning and Transportation Department
An Rannég Talamhisaide, Pleanala agus lompair

Telephone: 014149000 Fax: 014149104

Email: planning.dept@sdublincoco.ie

Ref.: FSC/026/07
Perrystown / Manor Estate Community Centre, Limekiln Lane, Perrystown, Dublin
12.

Signed on behalf of South Dublin County Council.

Dated: 24/01/07 Anita McCabe

Jor Senior Executive Officer

NOTE: An appeal to An Bord Pleanala, 64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1, may be made
within a period of one month beginning on the day of the Council’s decision. The appeal must
be made in writing and accompanied by a fee of €250. Details of the appeals procedure may
be obtained from An Bord Pleanala and the relevant statutory instruments from the
Government Publications Sales Offices, Molesworth Street, Dublin 2.
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RE: INSPECTION: ANl Areas PERRYSTOWN MANOR COMMUNITY CENTRE
LIMEKILN LANE DUBLIN 12 '

Dear Sir / Madam,

I refer to an inspection of the above premises by a Fire Prevention Officer on
23/08/2021 and thank you for your assistance and cooperation.

You are reminded

of your responsibilities under Section 18(2) of the Fire Services Acts,
1981 and 2003,

For your information, Section 18(2) of the Fire Services Acts, 1981 and 2003 is quoted
as follows: -

"It shall be the duty
section applies to ~
(a) take all reasonable measures to guard against the outbreak of fire on such
premises,

(b) provide reasonable fire safety measures for such

provide appropriate fire safety procedures for ensurin
such premises,

(c) ensure that the fire safet
are applied at alf times, and

(d) ensure, as far as is reasonably practicable, the safety of persons on the premises
in the event of an outbreak of fire whether such outbreak has occurred or not.”

of every person having control over premises to which this

premises and prepare and
g the safety of persons on

Y measures and procedures referred to in paragraph (b)

Please note that the Fire Authority may conduct

a follow up inspection of YOur premises at a
future date,

Should you require further

clarification, you should contact Fire Brigade Headquarters and
quote the reference ahove.

Yours faithfully,

ARY
ASSISTANT CHIEF FIRE OFFICER

ISSUE 2 (GL), JUNE 2014







ARACHAS

COVER NOTE

Early Childhood Ireland
SPECIAL INSURANCE SCHEME

UNDERWRITTEN BY Allianz Plc

POLICY NO. : DNRES5882771
NAME : Clever Clogs Montessori School Membership NO. 102317

ADDRESS : Perrystown Community Centre,Linekiln Lane,Roebuck,Dublin 12
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION: Sessional

This is to certify that the above Person/Group is included under the Special Insurance Scheme from
08/09/2021 to 28/02/2022

COVER
Contents/Equipment Sum Insured €25000
(Incorporating Fire & Theft) (Subject to Average)

Public Liability Limit of Indemnity €13000000
Fire Brigade Charges Sum Insured €25000

Money As Per Policy

Personal Accident As Per Policy

Employers Liability Limit of Indemnity €13000000
Legal Expenses As Per Policy

In respect of ratios of children to childminders, you must comply with the provisions of Statutory Instrument 221 of Child
Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and/or Statutory instrument 575 of 2018 Child Care Act 1991 (Early
years Services) (Registration of School Age Services) Regulations 2018 or any subsequent amendment to the legislation
issued by the relevant authorities. The public liability section includes cover for organised outings.

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF CHILDREN AT ANY ONE TIME : 22

No of additional Sessions : 0

Signed - Date : 08/09/2021
ARACHAS CORPORATE BROKERS LIMITED

Phone: 01 213 5000 Email: insure@arachas.ie | Web: www.arachas.ie
Arachas, The Courtyard, Carmanhall Road, Sandyford Business Estate, Dublin 18, D18 X377 Ireland.






